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THE JOURNEY OF LIFE – PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Pastor Mark Hodgetts, 15 November 2015 – Morning Service 

 

Pastor Hendrik 

• Our God reigns! 
• We thank You for Your precious anointing and Your Spirit. We will make You Number 1 and You 

will stay Number 1. You have a great future for Your people. You are King of kings and Lord of 
lords. That’s why we adore and praise You because You are everything to us! In the Mighty 
Name of Jesus Your Son. Amen and amen 

• God is raising up a strong nation. He raises strong families and strong families will build a strong 
nation 

• One thing about children I pick up – they love to operate in a positive environment and that is 
why we as parents must sacrifice that they can get the best. YOU must create a positive 
environment for them so they can become the best – because God has created them to become 
the best 

• I thank God that we as a church can see strong families come to the forefront. Men who say: I 
and my family will serve the Lord 

• There’s a big responsibility on us to release stability and happiness to children 
• Don’t try and make your children adults when they still have to be children. Let your child be a 

child! 

• You take responsibility that they can be free and become the best! 
 
Pastor Mark 

• Father I thank You for this couple, for their dedication, their commitment to the cause of Christ. 
That it’s never been about themselves but it’s been about You. That they were willing to break 
with tradition and cross the hurdle of culture and that You’ve used them to establish a big work. 
And I know this isn’t close to the end and You have a big plan for them. And the Holy Spirit 
emphasised the best is yet to come. I thank You that they will be used to rebuild the broken 
walls. They will be used to repair the families. You will use them in a great way to touch the 
youth of this nation. And I thank You Father that in this city You will give them tremendous 
favour and people will come to them that they’ve not asked for. That the assignment You’ve 
placed in their heart that is still there will come to pass because You are building a great work. 
Thank You that they are a father and mother to so many and their example will be there for 
many years for people to follow and we speak Your absolute favour over them in Jesus’ Name. 
Amen 

• It says something about Senior Pastor’s work when I see so many familiar faces like pastor Jaco 
and pastor Wentzel still here following the man of God 

• Life is a journey and it’s so important to travel in the right direction and reach the right 
destination 

• So many times we need guidance 
• Some men find it difficult to ask for directions 
• Women please know it’s not because we are arrogant or because we think we know everything – 

it’s just because WE Never get lost. We just sometimes take a different route 

• In this journey of life it is ok to ask for directions 
• God has placed a heavenly gps inside of us and the Holy Spirit guides us wherever we go 
• I want to speak about the journey of life - Past, present and future 
• I wanna show you that God will guide us as we go and speak about these eras as we visit 
• We can even become prisoners of our past or become captives of our future fantasies 
• What’s happening in the world today can really put us into bondage 
• Don’t be a person of bondage of the past - be a person of God’s present realities 
• Lazarus had two sisters. Jesus took 2 days to get to their house and he was close to them. When 

Jesus got there Martha’s attitude was: Lord if You were here a few days ago… she was a prisoner 
of the past. This is what the devil does – he pushes you into the past – if only this or that… 

• So Jesus says: your brother will live 
• So Martha jumps into the future – I know one day… 
• Then the devil will push you into the future and you will become useless in the NOW 
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• So Jesus said I AM the resurrection NOW 
• We need to make sure that we recognize what God wants to do NOW 
 
Philippians 3:12- 14 (Good News) 

I do not claim that I have already succeeded or have already become perfect. I keep striving to win 
the prize for which Christ Jesus has already won me to himself. Of course, my friends, I really do not 
think that I have already won it, the one thing I do, however, is to forget what is behind me and do 
my best to reach what is ahead. So I run straight toward the goal in order to win the prize, which is 
God's call through Christ Jesus to the life above. 
• Paul speaks about the past: “I forget what’s behind me…” 
• The present: “I’m doing one thing to my best – running straight towards my goal.” 
• Future: “I’m reaching…” 

• We need to learn from the past, live in the present and lay hold of the future 
• So let’s start this journey and speak about learning from the past 
• Sometimes it’s good to take a trip down memory lane, to visit some places in the past 
• But it’s also important to listen to Paul: “I forget what’s behind me.” 
• Paul wasn’t that old but he was practicing selective amnesia 
• There are certain things you need to forget and leave behind 
• Not everything in your past is useless or harmful. Not everything in the past is worthless 
 
Isaiah 43:18, 19 (NIV) 
“Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up, 
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 
• So God says the same things as Paul: “forget the things of the past, don’t dwell on them.” 
• God tells Israel a few chapters later to remember the things of the past 

 
Isaiah 46:9 (NIV) 
Remember the former things, those of long ago, I am God and there is no other, I am God and there 
is none like me. 
• Is God confused? 
• Why does He say forget and then remember? 
• There ARE certain things you have to forget but NEVER forget what God has done 
• Whatever the enemy and people has done to you – forget those things, don’t dwell on it – 

remember all that God has done for you that caused you to grow and become stronger 

• When you go and visit the past – take inventory – know what to put away and not think of/on it 
anymore because it doesn’t help you grow anymore 

• Paul Kruger said: take what is good out of the past and build your future out of the past 
• In South Africa there are things we need to put behind us and if we don’t we won’t be successful 

in what we need to build 

• Take what is good, let go of the hurt 
• Don’t forget the dear people in your life or the significant events but forget those events that will 

bind you to the past 

• When you go on holiday and you come back – you don’t take your luggage to the office because 
it’s now a new season 

• Sometimes people drag their luggage into the future because they are bound to the past 
• Why did God create night and day? Why did He create seasons? Years? Because every one of 

those things are opportunities to deal with the past 

• And when we approach the end of this year – I hope you will have another funeral service – it’s 
time to bury the old things of 2015 and give way to the new things of 2016 

• We are not going to take all past failures into the future!  
• Failure can have many aspects – it could even be sin. But even when you have sinned God is a 

God of forgiveness 

• God is the God of another chance, of new beginnings 
• Even if you failed, stumbled and sinned, it is the time to deal with it right here 
• Failure is an incident – NOT an individual. It’s an event not a person and because you have failed 

does NOT make you a failure! 



(C) 2015 Dunamis International Family Church  3 

• You cannot spend your life in the graveyard of guilt, dealing with the corpses of the past. Know 
when things are dead. If you continue to work with the dry bones you will also start decaying. 
Bury the past! 

• We’re going to bury the past today 
• Don’t trip over something BEHIND you 
• A lot of people are living in the past and that is why they are tripping over things in the past 
• Old methods, griefs or grudges…. 
• For example: someone offended you. Now you hold a grudge against someone. That means you 

have to go where they go 

• If you don’t forgive you stay bound to them/the grudge 
• You can release someone but forgiveness releases YOU! 
• Even if you were hurt or rejected, offended – let it go! 

 
1. You have to live in the Present 

• Don’t get lost in the neighbourhood of nostalgia and we need to live in the present 
• Don’t live life in reverse and don’t become a permanent resident in the region of reminiscence 
• Robert Schuler said: there will never be another now. I will make the most of today. There 

will never be another me I will make the most of myself 

• We need to become sensitive to what God wants to do in the now season of your life 
• I have this against some end-time teachers: they keep you so busy/make you so fearful of 

the end times – you are useless in the now 
• Become aware of the now season 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NIV)  

There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens:  
• Solomon said there is a right time 

• We need to recognise the opportune time 
• The opportunity of a lifetime must be seized within the lifetime of the opportunity 
• Here’s what God does: He opens the door of opportunity of a lifetime to you but it is not 

open always – it has a lifetime. So while it’s open you have to walk through it, so you have to 
become sensitive to the now and not look to the past all the time 

 
Ecclesiastes 7:10 (AMP) 
Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” For it is not from wisdom that you ask 
about this. 
• Thank God for the good old days but He has better days for us! 
• You cannot look back all the time 
• Remember what happened to Mrs Lot? Instruction was DO NOT look back and she did! She 

turned into a pillar of salt! 

• Don’t become fossilised or a pillar of salt – get mobilized for today! 
• Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift – that is why it is called the 

present 
• You can wake up every morning saying: God thank You for giving me this present 
• The mercies of the Lord are new every morning – great is Your faithfulness! Even when 

Jeremiah laments I love this 
• The mercies of the Lord are new and fresh every morning on your doorstep 
• There’s something new for you every day 
• Like Israel in the wilderness God rained down manna for them every day. They could only 

pick up enough for that day 
 

Lamentations 3:22-23 (AMP) 
It is because of the Lord’s loving kindnesses that we are not consumed, Because His [tender] 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning, Great and beyond measure is Your 
faithfulness. 
• The Roman poet Horris – carpe diem – grab the day/seize the day – such the good advice! 

Don’t let the opportunity go by! 
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• Use the opportune time that God gave you! 
• Today is the day of salvation! 
• Paul says make the most of each opportunities in these evil days 
• It doesn’t mean we mustn’t prepare for the prospects of tomorrow 
• Some of our boats are still tied to the docks of days gone by 
• Cut that rope and start your journey with God now! 
• Get out of the dock of those bad memories and start doing something that God wants you to 

do! 

• Don’t fear the future – live in the present and one day at a time 
• Martin Luther King Jr – take the first step in faith – you don’t have to see the whole staircase 

– just take that first step! 

• When you are in a building with stairs you don’t see the end step but you take the stairs 
anyway 

• Sometimes we get so worried about the future – God said don’t worry about the future 

• Worrying doesn’t empty tomorrow of its strength, it empties TODAY of its strength 
• Worrying is like a rocking chair – it gives you something to do but it doesn’t take you 

anywhere 
• Don’t borrow sorrow from tomorrow – some good advice from Jesus 
• Live day by day. Trust God on a daily basis 

• Jesus said: give us THIS day our daily bread. He never said: Lord give us our bread for the 
whole month 

• Because God wants you to trust Him on a daily basis 
• David says in the Psalms: who daily… 
• On the journey of life, God has already packed our destiny. There’s a layer for every day. And 

as we unpack our destiny we find His surprises and purposes for us every day as He intends 
for us 

• Don’t live in the past! Keep going as Paul says 
• Keep walking! Keep going! That’s the Christian life 
• The Christian life is like this: in this world there are evil forces that want to drag us down all 

the time. We are running up the escalator of life that is constantly moving down and when 
we stop moving we backslide 

• God moves and I must follow. The moment I stop moving God still moves forward. 
Backsliding is just stopping – not necessarily going backwards 

• If God doesn’t open a new door for you – keep on praising Him in the corridor 
• If God doesn’t tell you something new – He just wants you to do what He told you the last 

time 
 
2. Learn from the past, live in the present and lay hold of the future 

• Once you went through memory lane and came to the crossroad, when you hit reality road, 
turn right and keep straight because in front of you there’s a place called hope town 

• Pauls says never think you’ve arrived. Disciple means learner. You will never stop learning in 
the Kingdom 

• Keep on going forward – God has a future for you 
• I have seen people in churches that have been saved and now they want to camp there. NO! 

Keep going. Don’t get off the station of Pentecost or any other event 

• Learn new things. Keep going. Especially approaching the end of the old year and beginning 
of the New Year 

• In Hebrews He speaks about the progression of our spirits 
• We sometimes make the gate our goal – it’s not a goal it’s a gate to go through 
• Don’t become comfortable. Don’t let tradition / comfort hold you back 

• All Bernard a preacher from NY – if you don’t have a vision for the future, your future is a 
threat to be a repeat of your past 

• Hellen Keller: she was blind, deaf and dumb from about 2 years old but she became one of 
the best authors. The greatest tragedy of life is not people without sight but people without 
vision 

• We have a heavenly future 
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• Young people don’t often think of eternity but people need to become eternity conscious 
• It’s so much longer than this life we have now 
• Sir Frances drake – 1st British mariner to sail across the world 
• Quite a challenging prayer: That the Holy Spirit will not just comfort the afflicted but afflict 

the comfortable 
 

Prayer 

Disturb us, Lord, when We are too well pleased with ourselves, When our dreams have come true. 
Because we have dreamed too little, When we arrived safely. Because we sailed too close to the 
shore. Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess. We have lost our thirst for 
the waters of life, having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity and in our 
efforts to build a new earth. We have allowed our vision of the new Heaven to dim. Disturb us, Lord, 
to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas, where storms will show your mastery, where losing 
sight of land, we shall find the stars. We ask You to push back the horizons of our hopes and to push 
into the future, in strength, courage, hope and love. 

• Are you ready to be disturbed? 
 
I want to pray for those people that something happened in your past that has kept you prisoner – 
someone hurt you and you’ve never been able to let go. It takes supernatural amnesia. And if you’re 
willing to say: God I keep going back to this but I want to bury that thing here today, I want to pray 
for you. Maybe some of you are fearful of the future. Parents or grandparents that are worried about 
the happenings of the world, the economy and say: is there hope for me? God says Yes. Because His 
Kingdom reigns. It’s not the politicians in charge – God reigns. God is in charge of your money. No 
one else determines the future but God. If you’ve been the one that’s always pushed for a better 
future but lost your vision, I want to pray for you as well. 
 

Prayer 
Father as we raise our hands today, I’m thankful that You know us by name. You care about things 
we don’t even care about. You even know the number of hairs on our heads. You know what lies in 
our future and nothing surprises you. Thank You that You are releasing people that became 
prisoners of all things past. Thank You Father that I will not visit this thing anymore! It’s over I 
cannot change anything of the past! But with You can change my future. We bury this and sign the 
death certificate forgetting the past. Father there are people here so afraid of the future but we take 
Jesus’ words saying: don’t worry about the future. We belong to You. You have prepared beforehand 
good paths for us to walk, predestined good things for us - You’ve prepared all those good things for 
us and we can just walk in there. And thank You for the peace you bring us and the opportunity You 
have for us that we will live in the present. Father I pray for this church – I know there’s a vision, a 
plan and assignment and I thank You that nothing will stop this plan from coming to pass. You spoke 
it! Thank You that we can be co-workers of seeing this plan come to pass. 
 
It’s not about religion, it’s about having a relationship with Jesus. If you are not sure where you will 
spend eternity, you can leave this place knowing you have a place in heaven. So if you want that 
assurance and invite Jesus into your heart – raise your hands. 


