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When Paul wrote to Timothy & Titus about the importance of teaching, his 

concept of education was Hebrew and not 20th century 

William Barkley, in Educational Ideals in the Ancient World (Baker), suggests that the Jewish 
education was/is very different from other cultures…..

The basis of Judaism educational 

• Concept or ideal of holiness, of difference, of separation from all other in order to belong 
to God

• Parental training played a big role  - Deut 6:4-9 (Impressed the law on the children)
• Not just to impart knowledge or to prepare oneself intellectually BUT to produce 

holiness and to impart a distinctive lifestyle 

Our 20th century teachings focuses on the giving/passing on of information & not by focusing 
on changing lifestyles according to Gods Word



5

• Of the 90 times Jesus was addressed directly in the gospels, 60 times he was called Teacher

• When Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, he said, “We know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God” (John 3:2).

• How well did it work? Look around you. (Matt 28:19)

The Message of Jesus’s Teaching

• the Reality of the Kingdom of God
• living in the kingdom of God
• the Lord of the kingdom of God

Matt 28:19-20
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You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be 
temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.
3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to 
much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge (teach) the younger women to love their 
husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject 
to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.
6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by doing 
what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be 
condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about 
us. 9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try You, however, must teach what is 
appropriate to sound doctrine. 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, 
so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 11 For the grace of God 
has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to 
do what is good.
15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let 
anyone despise you.
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16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work

Teach :
what is right (doctrine)
what is not right (reproof)
how to get right (correction)
how to stay right (instruction)

+
Holy 
Spirit =

Godly 
Lifestyle

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%203%3A16-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a
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Verse “Teach “Word Greek Meaning

v1 Teach sound doctrine Laleo To speak, assert, proclaim

v2 Teach 
Teach them a way of life that is temperate, worthy of 
respect, self control

v3 Teach what is good kalodidaskalous
Older woman must be admirable, so that they can instruct 
the younger ones

v4 Train sophrontizo To encourage, advise, urge

v6 Set them an example typon
More than an invisible impression, a pattern or example to 
follow

v12 Teaches paideuosa
Suggest giving parentlike guidance & daily corrections to a 
child 

v15 Reprove elencho
To bring to light, to expose. In context it means to convince, 
to reprove if necessary to convict
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1. The Teaching ministry is that of shaping lives, not simply passing on of information

2. Christian teaching deals with every aspect of our lives 

3. It means to bring the insights of scripture to bear on the daily lives of learners by 

• MODELING
• INSTRUCTING 
• ENCOURAGING
• ADVISING
• URGING
• EXHORTING
• EXPOSING  
• GUIDING
• AND CONVICTING

Godly 
lifestyle
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Mark 4:25 Amplified Bible

25 For [a]whoever has [a teachable heart], to him more [understanding] will be given; and whoever 

does not have [a yearning for truth], even what he has will be taken away from him.”

Proverbs 1:5 ESV 

Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance…..

Proverbs 15:32 ESV 

Whoever ignores instruction despises himself, but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence.

Proverbs 19:20 ESV 

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
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1. To come and know to love God – John 17:3

2. To become a disciple of Jesus – Matt 16:24-25

3. To live soberly, godly & righteously – Tit 2:12

4. To be stable & steadfast as a Christian – Col 1:6-7

5. To mature & equip the church for serving – Eph 4:11-16

6. To be able to discern between good & evil – Heb 5:11-14

7. To be able to face up to sufferings & persecutions with the right spirit & actions – 1 Pet 3:15-16

8. To be able to confront the false & uphold the truth – Heb 6:1-8

9. To be able to pass on to my children & others the great truths of God – 1 Pet 3:15

10. Teaching is a fundamental key to powerful Christian living 
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1. When Paul was writing to Timothy & Titus he was concerned with TEACHING of 

• doctrine, mercy, commitment, conduct-truths, plus
• A WHOLE NEW WAY OF LIFE

He focusses more on shaping lifestyle than just 
passing on the truth

2.    Christian communication (teaching) is to touch the entire person (who has the attitude of       
learning) by shaping -
• beliefs, 
• attitudes, 
• values, and behavior  

3.     To have a teachable spirit
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God as Creator and Redeemer teaches his creatures through the agency of two institutions, the 

family and the covenant community in which families worship God and grow in His grace. This 

teaching was carried out through the kings, priests, and prophets of the Old Testament 

community. These three Old Testament patterns combine in Jesus the Messiah, who enables the 

new covenant community to be taught by the Holy Spirit who ministers to us directly but also 

through ministers of the Word


