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THE PASTORAL LETTERS 

1 AND 2 TIMOTHY,

TITUS 
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THE PASTORAL LETTERS: INTRODUCTION 

The pastoral letters are 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus 
The author of all three books is the Apostle Paul 
They were written between 63 and 67 AD  

The reason they are called the pastoral letters is that they were written to leaders of 
the early church. Timothy and Titus 
Timothy and Titus were entrusted with the government and supervision of the 
churches in Ephesus and Crete respectively by Paul.

The three books are principally written to the two leaders as apposed to the other 
books of Paul that were written to a particular church / churches.
The three books each have a different focus yet the content of the three overlap 
significantly.

Both Timothy and Titus were young leaders that had been trained by Paul and had 
also both had travelled with him extensively in Paul’s ministry travels  
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INTRODUCTION (CONTINUED…)

Why were the Pastoral letters written?

What was the situation Paul was in when the books were written?

Who were Timothy and Titus and why are they so important?

If these are letters to leaders at that time, why are they important 
to us still today and do they carry any relevance or value?

What key values or principles are contained in the three books?
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WHO IS TIMOTHY?

Timothy was a young leader of good reputation 
His father was a Greek, his mother a Jewess and his grandmother was Lois.

Timothy was originally not circumcised because his father did not allow it 
but was later at the insistence of Paul so as not to offend the Jews.
Timothy was shy, sincere, uncomfortable with opposition, reserved.

1 Corinthians 4: 17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my 
beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in 
Christ. 

There is a closeness and intimacy between Paul and Timothy. Relationship. 
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WHO IS TITUS?

Very little is known about Titus
He was a Gentile and remained uncircumcised 
He went on missionary journeys with Paul 

Frequently mentioned in the epistles, had genuine devotion, committed to 
those who he serves 

2 Corinth. 8:16-17 But thanks be to God who puts the same earnest care for 
you into the heart of Titus. For he not only accepted the exhortation, but 
being more diligent, he went to you of his own accord.
2 Corinth. 8:23 If anyone enquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow 
worker concerning you. 

2 Corinth.7:6 Nevertheless God who comforts the downcast, comforted us 
by the coming of Titus …end v14  
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Understand the local church was no longer a novelty, it had progressed 
through at least two to three generational changes, so the people grew up 
knowing the gospel from a young age! There is a changing of the guard. 

There were no church buildings. 

The people met in homes so there were hundreds of small congregations each 
led by its own pastor who were called Elders.  

The church was not under much persecution at this time.

There was a clear form of organisation with definite offices and roles in the 
church. This had to be maintained and developed yet at the same time not 
allowing bureaucracy, error and heresies to enter in. 

UNDERSTANDING THE LOCAL CHURCH 
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WHEN DID PAUL WRITE THE PASTORAL LETTERS?

In the first imprisonment of Paul, it was rather lenient, and he had his own 
rented home, could have visitors and friends, appealed to the emperor and was 
set free. Between AD 60-61

During journeys to Ephesus, Crete and busy with missionary work he wrote 1 
Timothy. 

2 Timothy was written when Paul was incarcerated for the second time in Rome 
under different circumstances. He was in chains, had no warm clothing, in a 
maximum security prison, no books or scrolls. Imprisoned under Nero Claudius 
Caesar as a scapegoat. AD 64. Paul knew his end was near 2 Timothy 4:6. The 
time of my departure is at hand.

Titus was written by Paul sometime in AD 64 but before his second incarceration 
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WHY WERE THE PASTORAL LETTERS WRITTEN?

Both Timothy and Titus, as leaders of the 
churches they were overseeing had 
difficulties they needed to deal with, and 
they needed special guidance, wisdom 
and counsel to deal with these common 
and recurring issues.

Paul writes the letters as instruction as he 
knew what they were facing 

1 Timothy 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I 
write so that you may know how you 
ought to conduct yourself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and the ground of the truth”
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We need to understand that the writings of Paul to the two leaders gave them specific instruction on how to 
shepherd the sheep, deal with issues that were current and yet Paul under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
had written a pastoral handbook for Christian pastors for the generations to come! 

His revelation and instruction are still relevant today in perfecting the church and safeguarding the gospel 
and we see instructions to be faithful in hardships, desertions, error, false teachers, Christian living, Christian 
values and conduct. It has authority and wisdom from the Apostolic Age. These can also be applied to 
business.

1 Timothy 4:1-2 Now the Spirit expressly says  that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving 
head to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. Speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron. 

1 Timothy 4:6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.

It is important to note that the books are also the last writing of the Apostle Paul knowing especially in 2 
Timothy that his end is near and his writing changes to a very personal one, disregarding his own state, he 
encourages and thinks of others above himself and his needs   

WHY WHERE THE PASTORAL LETTERS WRITTEN?
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KEY VALUES AND PRINCIPLES OF 
THE PASTORAL LETTERS

Common Content in the Pastoral Epistles

The Life of the Church

1 Timothy

The Work of Leaders

2 Timothy

The Way of the Body

Titus

1 Tim 1:3-7 Goal of ministry: love from pure heart 2 Tim 1:3-12 Called to holy life, fervent love 1 Titus 1:1-4
Concern for “knowledge of the truth that 

leads to godliness”

1 Tim 1:8-11 Lifestyle contrary to sound doctrine described 2 Tim 1:13-14 Must guard sound doctrine

1 Tim 1:12-17
Paul an example of a saved sinner, “eternal” 

life
2 Tim 1:15-18 Onesiphorus an example

1 Tim 1:18-20 Timothy’s goal to be a minister of the faith 2 Tim 2:1-7
Timothy to entrust truth to faithful men who 

will minister

1 Tim 2:1-7 Pray and live to bring salvation to others 2 Tim 2:8-13 Paul’s endurance for the salvation of elect

1 Tim 2:8-10 Examples of godly life 2 Tim 2:14-19 Leaders must live godly lives

1 Tim 2:11-15 Special limits placed on women’s role 2 Tim 2:20-21 Limits placed by individuals’ response

1 Tim 3:1-15 Leader’s qualifications 2 Tim 2:22-26 How a leader lives, teaches, and corrects
Titus1:5-9

Titus 1:10-16

Leader’s example

Leader’s duties

1 Tim 4:1-5 False lifestyle 2 Tim 3:1-9 False leaders

1 Tim 4:6-10 Danger of distraction from godliness

1 Tim 4:11-16 Need to set example in faith, speech, life, etc 2 Tim 3:10-17 Need to continue in godly life and teaching

1 Tim 5:1-8
Respect toward others in the family: “put 

religion into practice”
2 Tim 4:1-5 Need to preach and live true doctrine Titus 2:1-15 Godly life and doctrine applied
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KEY VALUES AND PRINCIPLES OF 
THE PASTORAL LETTERS

Common Content in the Pastoral Epistles (Continued…)

The Life of the Church

1 Timothy

The Work of Leaders

2 Timothy

The Way of the Body

Titus

1 Tim 5:9-16 Widows’ role

1 Tim 5:17-20 Elders’ responsibility

1 Tim 5:21-25 Various injunctions

1 Tim 6:1-2 Slaves’ attitudes

1 Tim 6:3-10 False doctrine; wrong motives

1 Tim 6:11-21
Charge to pursue godliness, truth, love, etc., 

keep faith in Christ central
2 Tim 4:6-18

Paul an example of persevering workman, 

athlete
Titus 3:1-11 Practical results of our common salvation
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CLOSING ENCOURAGEMENT 

1 Timothy 6:11-12 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold of eternal life to which you were 
also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

2 Timothy 1:6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you.

2 Timothy 1:13-14 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and 
love which are in Christ Jesus. That good things which were committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us.

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Titus 2:14b His own special people, zealous for good works 
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WHAT TO LOOK FORWARD TO NEXT WEEK 

CALLED TO TEACH :

1, 2 TIMOTHY 
TITUS 


