
--- journey through the Bible ---





• This book is in the timeline of when Judges ruled
• During this time there is a paganized culture – unrighteous society
• Bethlehem means “house of bread”
• During this time there was great famine
• It must be desperate times when you consider leaving your homeland
• So Elimelech and Naomi with their 2 sons goes on a journey to seek food
• Tribe of Judah
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• Arrival in Moab 
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• Arrive in Moab – traditionally an enemy of Israel (1 Samuel 14:47)
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• Arrival in Moab – traditionally an enemy of Israel (1 Samuel 14:47)

Elimelech & Noami

Mahlon (sickness) Chilion (destruction)

Ruth (friend) Orpah 
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• Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that 
the Lord had visited His people by giving them bread.
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• Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that 
the Lord had visited His people by giving them bread.

• Loyalty tested
Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said:
“Entreat me not to leave you,
Or to turn back from following after you;
For wherever you go, I will go;
And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;
Your people shall be my people,
And your God, my God.
17 Where you die, I will die,
And there will I be buried.
The Lord do so to me, and more also,
If anything but death parts you and me.”
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• The people were excited because of the return of Naomi

Ruth 1:20-21 But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the 
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord has brought me 
home again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has testified against me, 
and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 

• Time of the start of the spring barley harvest

• Boaz – family and relative of Elimelech
• Son of Rahab & Salmon 

Ruth 2:4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to the reapers, The Lord be 
with you! And they answered him, The Lord bless you!
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• Gleaning is the act of collecting leftover crops from farmers' fields after they have 
been commercially harvested or on fields where it is not economically profitable to 
harvest. It is a practice described in the Hebrew Bible that became a legally 
enforced entitlement of the poor in a number of Christian kingdoms.
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8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean 
in another field, nor go from here, but stay close by my young women. 9 Let your 
eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them. Have I not commanded the 
young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from 
what the young men have drawn.”10 So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, 
and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, 
since I am a foreigner?”11 And Boaz answered and said to her, “It has been fully reported 
to me, all that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, 
and how you have left your father and your mother and the land of your birth, and have 
come to a people whom you did not know before.
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12 The Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge.”13 Then she said, “Let me find favor 
in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and have spoken kindly to your 
maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.”14 Now Boaz said to her at 
mealtime, “Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip your piece of bread in the vinegar.” 
So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and was 
satisfied, and kept some back. 15 And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach 
her. 16 Also let grain from the bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean, 
and do not rebuke her.”
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• Naomi’s hope is restored 
• Encouragement is then given to Ruth
• Naomi with new hope has great vision

Ruth 3:1-5 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, shall I not 
seek security for you, that it may be well with you? Now Boaz, whose young women you 
were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing 
floor. Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go down 
to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished 
eating and drinking. Then it shall be, when he lies down, that you shall notice the place 
where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you 
what you should do.” And she said to her, “All that you say to me I will do.”
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• What is a kinsman-redeemer?

• In the Hebrew Bible and the rabbinical tradition, is a person who, as the nearest 
relative of another, is charged with the duty of restoring the rights of another and 
avenging his wrongs

• He was considered the redeemer of the family's reputation
• A man that married the widow of a man who had dies to keep her husbands name 

alive and take care of the land that they own

• References :
Luke 20:28-33
Genesis 38:8
Leviticus 25:25-26
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• Ruth 3:10-13 Then he said, “Blessed are you of the Lord, my daughter! For you have 
shown more kindness at the end than at the beginning, in that you did not go after 
young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you 
all that you request, for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous 
woman. Now it is true that I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer 
than I. Stay this night, and in the morning it shall be that if he will perform the duty of 
a close relative for you—good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform the 
duty for you, then I will perform the duty for you, as the Lord lives! Lie down until 
morning.”

• Ruth returns to Naomi
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Psalm 37:3-5 Trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) in the Lord and do good; so shall 
you dwell in the land and feed surely on His faithfulness, and truly you shall be fed.
Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and secret petitions of 
your heart. Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each care of your load on Him]; 
trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) also in Him and He will bring it to pass.
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• Boaz with great wisdom approaches the council 
• He receives the right a redeemer which is legally bound and witnessed
• Marriage of Boaz & Ruth is sealed
• Blessing 

Ruth 4:11-12 And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, “We 
are witnesses. The Lord make the woman who is coming to your house like Rachel and 
Leah, the two who built the house of Israel; and may you prosper in Ephrathah and be 
famous in Bethlehem. May your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to 
Judah, because of the offspring which the Lord will give you from this young woman.”
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Ruth 4:13-17 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to
her, the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, 
“Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a close relative; and may his 
name be famous in Israel! And may he be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your 
old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, 
has borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a 
nurse to him. Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to 
Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.
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• God is there through everything
• God’s Word is YES AND AMEN
• Even when making the wrong decision God is with you
• People will follow you when you are carrying or living the image and likeness of God
• Loyalty is a godly characteristic – and it is always returned
• The Redeemer lives
• God can use anyone 
• God uses people to bless us and help us
• Mentorship is very important 
• By the love we have for another we can be recognized 
• JESUS IS THE MODEL
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