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BEARING THE IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY 
Senior Pastor W du Plessis, 30 May 2021 

 

• Everyday God wants to shift the coordinates in our hearts, minds and spirit in order for us to become 

acquainted with this great reality that Jesus came down to introduce the Kingdom of heaven so that 

we can enter into the reality of heaven and live from the heaven down  

 

1 Corinthians 15:49 ASV 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 

• A pastor has the same struggles than everyone else. We are all faced with the same struggles, 

realities and frustrations  

• God has a complete new order for us  

• When man sinned he was overshadowed by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  

• Man’s reality or “compass” is the overshadowing of the tree of knowledge of good and evil – we 

look at people with an earthly perspective 

• Even Christians don’t realise how the things of this world impacts and governs us  

• That overshadowing is determined by good and evil  

• What overshadows you create an image and establish a certain framework  

• It shapes your thinking and frames your heart and innermost being  

• Who we are was formed in the earthly and the laws of the flesh  

• When the devil tempted Eve, he said eat of this fruit and you shall be like God and not knowing that 

she was already like God, made in His image and likeness, she fell for the biggest lie and took up 

the framework of the likeness and the image of the earthly  

• Ever since we have been impacted by the image and the likeness of the framework of the earthly  

• The good news is that Jesus has accomplished a finished work and His blood will bring you to a 

new heavenly reality  

• He has brought us to the other side of the veil and on that side is the tree of life  

• The overshadowing of the tree of life is going to frame a new reality and the image of Jesus Christ 

Himself in us  

• God is taking us back to the beginning and the original plan and recreating us in the image and 

likeness of God Himself  

• We need to accept this new reality and understand that this new reality is opened for us to everyday 

enter in and engage on the other side of the veil 

• The earthly reality can still cause a lot of chaos but as we learn to encounter Him a new framework 

is formed in our lives 

• By the blood, God allows us to receive everything in our position in heavenly places and administer 

it to receive a new mind, new heart and new life 

• Everything that you encounter in heaven can become a reality in our walk here on the earth  

• As it is in the heaven so it shall be in the earth  

• The first sentence of this scripture is past and the second sentence is present  

• We shall bear the image of the heavenly  

• There is coming a breakout of a generation, a company of sons of daughters will walk the earth but 

bear the image and framework of heaven  

• You do not have to work for it, Jesus accomplished it for you - A new likeness, a new frame, a new 

image  

• Today it is your portion, not one day in the future when you die  

• You are changed and reformed into the likeness of the heavenly  

• Declare: I will no longer partake in the fruits of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, I only 

receive the fruit of the tree of life, I am overshadowed by the tree of life  

• The Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and that enabled her to receive this wonderful gift  
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• We sometimes touch something in heaven and we cannot outwork it here on the earth because 

our reality in heaven and our reality on the earth is two different things  

• God wants to bring about through the overshadowing the same framework – as it is in the heavens, 

let it be done on the earth  

• You are going to touch things in the heavens but what you touch you need to be able to carry  

• If you cannot carry it, you will lose it and this is why character is so important  

• The heavens are open, touch it, enter and engage on the other side of the veil  

• God wants to remove sickness and disease from our bodies, He wants to remove poverty, great 

wealth is coming to the church  

• God wants to reveal His Shekinah glory but He needs His vessel here on the earth to bear the 

same as in heaven  

• God wants to remove every negative record, every transgression in your past  

• God wants to bring an abundance of glory and heavenly life  

• We are the sons and daughters of God  

• We need to demonstrate even to our enemy the wonderful mysteries and power of God  

• We are breaking out of the old and stepping into the new  

 

Hebrews 6:19-20 NKJV 

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast and which enters the Presence 

behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest 

forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

• We are moving out of the old and we are going into the new  

 

Hebrews 7:11-19 NKJV 

“Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), 

what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek and 

not be called according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is 

also a change of the law. For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which 

no man has officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses 

spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, 

there arises another priest who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment but 

according to the power of an endless life. For He testifies: “You are a priest forever According to the 

order of Melchizedek.” For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because 

of its weakness and unprofitableness, for the law made nothing perfect, on the other hand, there is the 

bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 

 

Hebrews 7:22-28 NKJV 

by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant. Also there were many priests, 

because they were prevented by death from continuing. But He, because He continues forever, has 

an unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to 

God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. For such a High Priest was 

fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners and has become higher than the 

heavens, who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins 

and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. For the law appoints 

as high priests men who have weakness but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints 

the Son who has been perfected forever.” 
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Hebrews 8:1-6 NKJV 

“Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true 

tabernacle which the Lord erected and not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts 

and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. For if He were on 

earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law, who 

serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was 

about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern 

shown you on the mountain.” But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is 

also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.” 

 

Hebrews 9:8-12 NKJV 

“By this the Holy Spirit points out that the way into the [true Holy of] Holies is not yet thrown open as 

long as the former [the outer portion of the] tabernacle remains a recognized institution and is still 

standing, Seeing that that first [outer portion of the] tabernacle was a parable (a visible symbol or type 

or picture of the present age). In it gifts and sacrifices are offered and yet are incapable of perfecting 

the conscience or of cleansing and renewing the inner man of the worshiper. For [the ceremonies] deal 

only with clean and unclean meats and drinks and different washings, [mere] external rules and 

regulations for the body imposed to tide the worshipers over until the time of setting things straight [of 

reformation, of the complete new order when Christ, the Messiah, shall establish the reality of what 

these things foreshadow–a better covenant]. But [that appointed time came] when Christ (the Messiah) 

appeared as a High Priest of the better things that have come and are to come. [Then] through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with [human] hands, that is, not a part of this material 

creation, He went once for all into the [Holy of] Holies [of heaven], not by virtue of the blood of goats 

and calves [by which to make reconciliation between God and man] but His own blood, having found 

and secured a complete redemption (an everlasting release for us).” 

 

• We cannot enter into the Holy of Holies if we still recognize the old and the former institution  

• Christ came to bring us into the reality of that what was always a copy  

• God wants to take His people quick and fast  

• Because of sin, man’s spirit was cut of  

• God chose a holy nation and He called Moses up 

• The people were afraid and so they said to Moses: you go up and speak to us, we do not want God 

to speak to us. This is the same today – the only time that people engage with the priesthood is 

maybe on a Wednesday and if we are lucky on a Sunday and for the rest of the week people live 

their lives overshadowed by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  

• People live their lives with a mix of faith and religion and even when the engage with the priesthood 

they engage on the natural plain  

• Moses had to take hold of the blueprint and establish a copy of what he see 

• He established a blueprint of the heavenlies and in this blueprint there is: 

o Outer court – alter of sacrifice where people were allowed to come and bring their sin offerings  

o Inner Court - priests could enter on a daily basis and made sure that the showbread is available, 

they made sure that the 7 flames does not go out and there was also an altar of incense  

o Most Holy Place – place for the ark of the covenant and where God would reside and manifest 

Himself. Only the High priest could enter once a year because the veil separated it. He could 

only enter after dealing with himself and his sin  

• The animal represented life, man confessed his sin and lay his hand on the animal to transfer his 

sin onto the animal and the animal would be sacrificed and the blood would be received  

• The sin had to be destroyed  

• Once a year the High priest had to enter the veil and stand before God in the Holy of Holies  
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• This engagement was limited because it was about sin  

• God would through that copy cover the sin of man  

• How much more would the perfect blood of Jesus not bring a perfect fellowship between man and 

God  

• The Word tells us that Jesus was slain even before the foundations of the earth  

• Jesus came and instead of an animal the cross was planted, a different altar, the altar of the cross 

• The Bible tells us that He was the Lamb that was slain  

• Through His blood He paid the ransom for all from the dominion of darkness  

• Everything was under the dominion of darkness because the devil took dominion from Adam  

• When Jesus died, He paid for the soul of every man  

• The veil was torn and Jesus ascended into the heaven with the blood and was placed on the mercy 

seat and that blood would speak  

• Everyone that would respond to the work of the cross would be able to enter into every benefit, 

blessing, inheritance and goodness that God has secured for us  

• This is where God said: this copy is no longer in use or applicable  

• Through the finished work of the cross and the ascension of Jesus into the heavens and sitting on 

the right hand side of God, this work is complete  

• God removed the copy  

• God wants His people to enter into this reality and to enter through the veil and engage  

• The problem with us as people of God is that we are so programmed by the institution of the old 

that we live in the old that is natural and it keeps us in a natural state  

• When we gather we only gather in the natural and we don’t understand that we are really gathering 

in the upper room  

• In the old, you are in control, you are constantly distracted by things around you because of your 

senses  

• The church is easily offended because in the old we are natural  

• In the new we need to take one another up  

• Together we can go from one degree of glory to the next degree of glory not only in our engagement 

with God but also in our engagement with one another  

• The greatest curse of the old is that the pastor has an exclusive role and the members do not 

realise who they are 

• They do not realise that in the heavens they carry the exact same position as the exclusive pastor  

• This is why Jesus did away with the Levitical priesthood because there is always a separation  

• We never come to the place where God wants us to be because we always think that it is just for 

the exclusive pastor  

• God wants His people to go up to this heavenly reality and He will become our teacher and He will 

put His law in our heart  

• It is our role to step into that what is released and to find out for ourselves  

• Let’s break out of the old, the new is here  

• God will be the teacher of the young and the old  

• A new order and a new life and He wants all of us to engage on the other side of the veil 


